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My name is Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica rustica). It comes from the fact that I nesting in buildings such as barns or stables. In French, I’m also called « Hirondelle de cheminée » (which means “Chimney’s Swallow” because I often build my nest in chimneys.  
I’m very small and weigh only 20 gr. As strength lies in numbers, I’m always accompanied by my friends.

You have to see us plunging, veering, skimming low over the water in an incredible speed and noiselessly, looking for insects to feed on: we are like real furtive fighters!

But when comes the evening we stop being discreet! 

We gather by hundreds, by thousands above the Mikembo Sanctuary to spend the night in the lake reed beds on way back to Europe.

Once we have had a look around in a loud humming noise, we dive (almost vertically) to find a spot in these birds’ council houses. And there, we make a lot of noise until night fall, telling each other what we have done during the day and maintaining our position in the reed beds! 
Our hosts who are sitting behind their bar can not believe what they see and hear ( Magical…
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Picture taken at Mikembo Sanctuary

My detailed fact sheet : 

I live in association with humans who tolerate me in buildings because I help them by eating harmful insects.  
I breed in the Northern hemisphere but in winter, I migrate towards warmer areas such as Katanga where I’m found from September to May.
I am a small passerine bird. I am around 18 cm long (including 2 to 7 cm of elongated outer tail feathers). I weigh around 20 g. My forehead and my throat are rufous, my underparts are off-white. I have a dark blue breast band and my upperparts are steel blue. I have a long forked tail with a line of white spots visible when I’m flying.  The two long outer feathers of my tail (streamers) are longer in males.  My beak is short, thin and black. 
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         Sources :       www.luontoportti.com                                                 e-group.uk.net
I eat insects that I catch while flying. I love big flies, butterflies, flying ants, aphids and termites. 
I also drink while flying by skimming low over lakes or rivers and scooping up water with my open beak. I bath in a similar fashion, dipping into the water for an instant while in flight.  
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It is the Females choose their males. Resistance of the males is the key for being selected. For us, the longer the tail streamers, the more resistant the males so that is how females choose them (.  It’s the future dad who goes to the breeding floors first and selects the nest site.  He then advertises it with a circling flight and song.
Our nests are placed on a vertical surface like a beam, a wall… They are more often built by females. They are cup-shaped and made with mud pellets and grasses or thatch. Once the nests are finished, we often add feathers to make it more cosy. 
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Source : wikimedia.org
Both sexes defend the nest, but our male is particularly aggressive and territorial. Also, once established, pairs stay together to breed for life. However, extra-pair copulation is common and males actively guard their females to avoid this! We therefore are socially monogamous but genetically polygamous. 

We usually lay 4 to 5 eggs. After about 15 days of incubation during which we keep the eggs temperature constant (we make sure they don’t get cold or too hot!). We feed our chicks for about 20 days, doing up to 400 returns per day to satisfy them! From the 15th day, our chicks don’t need us to maintain their temperature constant and we only shelter them at night. To push them leave the nest, we stop feeding them before helding out insects to them. When they are close enough to the edge, we use alarm calls that make them fall. By reflex, they start flapping their wings and take their first flight, making us very proud! We keep feeding them for about a week and after 35 days they are independent…
[image: image6.jpg]



Source: www.agasphoto.com
When the breeding season is over (in autumn), my friends and I congregate in large groups of many individuals (often thousands!) before traveling towards the South. In the evening we gather in reed beds. We swirl en masse for a while before swooping low over the reeds. What a wonderful show for our onlookers! 
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Picture taken at Mikembo Sanctuary
Reed beds are an important source of food for us prior to as well as during our migration. Even if we can feed on the wing, reed beds enable fat deposits needed for that long trip! Unfortunately, we don’t all make it…Some of us diy of hunger or exhaustion. Our fat deposits allow us to fly without stopping for about sixty hours.

Our main ennemies are pesticides and insecticides used by the intensive agriculture, the destruction of our nests (partly due to the bird flu threat), climate change (the expansion of the Sahara will make it a more formidable obstacle during migration…) or the rarefaction of traditional rural group settlements that are perfect for our nidification...

We prefer open country with low vegetation, such as pasture, meadows, swamps… and avoid heavily wooded or densely populated areas. 
As you can see on the map below, we have an enormous range (with an estimated global extent of 10 million km²) and our global population is estimated to be 190 millions individuals.
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Some interesting facts about us:
· The transformation of an airport near Durban (South Africa) into an international airport for the 2010 FIFA World Cup represented a huge threat for our European populations. This project included the creation of a new runway right where the Mount Moreland reed bed is… This reed bed is a night roost for more than three million Barn Swallows (which represent 8% of the European population). However, thanks to animal rights organizations the project was abandoned and radars were installed on planes to avoid us. 
· Many literary references are based on the Barn Swallow as a symbol of spring.
· The swallow is cited in several of William Shakespeare's plays for the swiftness of its flight and its annual migration.

· In the past, the tolerance for our species was not only due to our role as beneficial insectivores, but was reinforced by superstitions regarding damage to our nest. Such an act might lead to cows giving bloody milk, or no milk at all, or to hens ceasing to lay. 
· Since 1960, the Barn Swallow has been the national bird of Estonia. 
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· We are present on many stamps  
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· And we were also on coins in Congo Brazza ! 
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My common names in Katanga:
 




Ka-mimbya, kandindi (Kiluba); Kandelandala (Kisonge); Tshiangata makuyi; tshindindindi (Tshiluba); Ka-mimbi (Kitabwa, Kibemba)



Hello everyone,  











